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[bookmark: _Toc127476806]Overview
The Arts enrich the quality of our experiences, providing rewarding activities that inspire, inform, stimulate, challenge and entertain. Alongside literacy and numeracy, another skill needed in our workforce today is creativity. The Arts helps children to unlock their innate creativity, enabling them to become more rounded and confident human beings. We aim to provide children with a range of inclusive opportunities to discover and develop their artistic competencies, enrich their childhood experience, cultivate their cultural understanding and establish the foundations of essential life skills. No education is complete without making the Arts a vital part of all pupils learning.
At Seaton St Paul’s C of E Junior School, it is our endeavour to create an Arts curriculum where children can become the artist, dancer or musician that they would like to be through high-quality curriculums and opportunities that enrich their learning.

[bookmark: _Toc127476807]The Arts and Inclusion
No pupil will be denied an education in the Arts. At Seaton St Paul’s C of E Junior School, we are committed to providing all pupils with the opportunities to engage and succeed in the Arts regardless of their background, language, Special Educational Needs or Disability (SEND) through high quality and differentiated teaching.
Activities are planned in a way which encourages full participation from every pupil. Where necessary additional resources are acquired or adapted to enable full participation from all.
Provision is made for musically gifted children through the Enrichment Programme and those have the opportunity to attend the local hub Music extension in the Carnegie Theatre, Workington.
Equal value and consideration is also given to music and artists from all cultures. The music, songs and art forms studied are also chosen for the interest of both boys and girls. 
Every pupil is given the same amount of encouragement and opportunities to perform to a variety of audiences and create work that they can be proud of. 

[bookmark: _Toc127476808]The Arts and Health and Safety
When working with any of the Arts equipment, children are taught the appropriate health and safety procedures such as not to step over instruments and to handle everything with care.
A room has also been dedicated specifically for the Arts so children and staff have the space they require.
Art equipment is stored in an organised manner so staff can clearly access the necessary equipment and resources. Instruments are also stored appropriately and carefully after each session according to their size, weight and shape. Pupils are also taught to proceed with extra caution when using equipment that uses the mains supply of electricity.
If using the Internet within the Arts, pupils are reminded of the Online Safety procedures by the class teacher.
The pupils come in appropriate clothing when participating in Dance. Teachers also set a good example by wearing appropriate clothing when teaching this subject.
Before organised visits to theatres or other venues, a detailed risk assessment is carried out before the visit and adult-child ratios are observed according to National Guidelines for the respective year group(s). Pupils are also reminded of the strict instructions about expectations and behaviour beyond the school premises. Consent is sought from parents/carers for their child(ren) to be involved in these trips and this also applies to after school clubs.

[bookmark: _Toc127476809]Monitor and Review
Monitoring the planning and coordination of the teaching of the Arts is an on-going process undertaken by the subject leader alongside the Music specialist teacher, who also:
· Ensure that the curriculum maps allow for progression across the school;
· Assist with maintaining and replenishing resources that are required (within budget);
· Keep up to date with changes or new initiatives that would support the development of Art, Dance and Music at Seaton St Paul’s C of E Junior School. These changes will then be reported back to other members of staff;
· Regularly review and update the school policy statement and guidelines as required;
· Give the head teacher and governors an annual report in which the strengths and weakness in the subject are evaluated, and areas for further improvement are indicated. 
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[bookmark: _Toc127476811]Overview
Art plays a vital part in children’s education. It embodies some of the highest forms of creatively and imagination, promoting careful observations and an appreciation to the world around us through visual, tactile and sensory experiences. Art enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think though the use of colour, texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes.
A high-quality Art education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment and create their own work. This is what we strive for at Seaton St Paul’s C of E Junior School.

[bookmark: _Toc127476812]Objectives of the Art Curriculum
Key Stage 1:
Pupils should be taught:
· To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products;
· To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination;
· To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space;
· About the work a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.

Key Stage 2:
Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.

Pupils should be taught:
· To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas;
· To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials;
· About great artists, architects and designers in history.
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At Seaton St Paul’s C of E Junior School, we aim to offer an Art curriculum that:
· Develops creativity and imagination in all children;
· To foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and a knowledge of artists, craftspeople and designers;
· Equips the children with the knowledge and skills to experiment, explore, take risks, invent and create.
· Enable children to evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of Art.
· Allows all children to know that they are artists.

[bookmark: _Toc127476814]Teaching and Learning
The Art curriculum has been developed from the National Curriculum guidance as well as the needs of our pupils. To enable our pupils to meet the aims and intents of our Art curriculum, the subject is taught on a two-week basis to ensure they are given the proficient time to assimilate and consolidate the relevant artistic skills and knowledge. During lessons, pupils are given the opportunity to work by themselves and in pairs to develop collaborative and team-work abilities. 
Teachers are expected to model examples completed by themselves and pupils in the class. 

[bookmark: _Toc127476815]Art Curriculum Coverage and Planning
Art is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. Our school uses the objectives from this document as the basis of our curriculum planning. The curriculum is sequenced so that the pupils can progress in their knowledge though repeated coverage. This enables them to build upon their prior knowledge and skills to understand concepts at a greater depth. Drawing is an example of this repeated coverage as it is encountered in every unit of Art. While there are opportunities for pupils of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, the progression planned into the scheme of work means that the pupils are increasingly challenged as they moved through the school.
Initial lessons at the start of the academic year will focus specifically on the teaching of particular skills including pencil control, tone and the colour theory. This is the same across all year groups. However, throughout the rest of the year, the curriculum has been designed to build upon skills learnt in previous years and make cross-curricular links to other subjects. For example in Year 3, the children will create cave wall paintings whilst learning about the Stone, Bronze and Iron Age in History.

Where possible and applicable, artists and other practitioners will be invited into school to help deliver activities in relation to the curriculum or other sessions to enrich the children’s learning.

[bookmark: _Toc127476816]The Use of Sketchbooks
Sketchbooks are an important tool in Art. They give the pupils a space to explore their ideas, practise techniques, show the range of materials they are using and record their individual thinking processes. As sketchbooks are passed on from year to year, they provide a tangible measure of progress. Within a unit of work, progress is clearly visible, but over an academic year, a sketchbook acts as a visual journey showing clear skills and knowledge development.
Sketchbooks will not be marked through the academic years. Knowledge organisers will also be displayed on each classrooms Art display rather than in the sketchbook.
Class teachers will also be given a sketchbook so they can work alongside their pupils to record their own visual journey throughout the academic year. Their own sketchbooks can also be used to model the skills and techniques that can be reflected into the pupils’ own work. Within Art it is just as important for class teachers to model getting something ‘wrong’ or ‘not right’ as it can be to model a technique correctly.
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On-going and regular assessment is an integral part of our Art curriculum.
Different methods of assessment, including pupil self-assessment, peer-assessment and teacher-assessment are adopted depending on the nature of the activity. Through pupil and peer-assessment, the children are encouraged to assess and evaluate their own work and that of others commenting on what they enjoyed and what could be developed in the future. With regards to teacher-assessment, this requires the class teacher to regularly review the children’s work, observing their skills and techniques in practise as well as speaking to them about what they understand.
At the end of the year a formal judgment is made to identify whether individual children are emerging, expected or exceeding their year group expectations in Art. This is then reported to parents in the end of year report.

During the academic year, multiple Pupil Voices are also carried out with a selection of pupils from each year group to provide the children with the opportunity to share their thoughts and opinions about the Art curriculum.
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Dance

[bookmark: _Toc127476819]Overview
Dance has an affirmative impact on children’s education and learning through its unique blend of artistic practice with physical activity. It is noted to increase cognitive development as learning, thought, creativity and intelligence don’t just come from the brain alone, but from the entire body. Teaching Dance to children through movement combinations increases memory, order and sequencing skills. Creating dances also offers opportunities for children to explore, express and communicate their feelings which they may struggle to verbalise.

[bookmark: _Toc127476820]Objectives of the Physical Education (PE) Curriculum
Key Stage 1:
Pupils should be taught to:
· Perform dances using simple movement patterns.

Key Stage 2:
· Perform dances using a range of movement patterns.
· Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvements to achieve their personal best.

[bookmark: _Toc127476821]Teaching and Learning
Dance is taught for an hour a week for a full half term by the class teacher. It enables the pupils to gain artistic skills and discipline, as well as developing their ability in physical interaction, team working, problem solving, observing and evaluating. Alongside this, when the pupils are provided with opportunities to try new things for themselves and to see their hard work and practise pay off, it leads to them seeing themselves as capable and able to accomplish hard things. In turn, this is critical to pupils developing their confidence and self-esteem.
During the lessons, the pupils are given the opportunity to work both individually and in a group setting. Working in these settings allows the children to use their imagination, collaborate with their peers to solve problems and discover multiple solutions to a challenge. Pupils are also encouraged to evaluate their own ideas and methods, and the work of others, and to say what they think and feel about them.

[bookmark: _Toc127476822]Dance Curriculum Coverage and Planning
Dance is a compulsory strand of the Physical Education curriculum that is taught throughout each year group. During this topic, the pupils will have the opportunity to experience and participate in a wide variety of dance styles. These could include Bollywood, street dance or rock and roll. The planning of this curriculum means that the pupils are constantly developing their skills and knowledge throughout each unit. The progression planned throughout Dance for the whole of Key Stage 2 means that they are also constantly challenged as well as assimilating previous techniques and skills.  

Dance Outside of the Curriculum
Dance is also supported through our partnership with Active Cumbria who invite schools to participate in U Dance. This is a county wide festival that supports pupils in creating a dance around any chosen theme and provides them the opportunity to perform in a professional venue to a live audience. It allows the children who choose to participate with the opportunities to work together to create choreography, design costumes and bring their performance to life.

Pupils across all years will also be given an opportunity at some point during their time at Seaton St Paul’s C of E Junior School to see Dance performed by professionals. This will provide them with
the opportunity to witness a full production where various styles of Dance may come together and essentially allows the pupils to develop an appreciation of the artform.
[bookmark: _Toc127476823]Assessment
Teachers will assess the pupil’s work in Dance by making assessments as they observe them working during lessons. Teachers record the progress made by the pupils against the learning objectives for the lesson using ‘iPEP’*.
Pupils are also invited and encouraged to evaluate their own work and that of others, suggesting ways it could be improved in the future.
Pupils will also be able to share their opinions and thoughts of Dance through the Physical Education Pupil Voice.

*More on the assessment of Dance can be found in the Physical Education policy.
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[bookmark: _Toc127476825]Overview
Music is a fundamental feature of human existence; it reflects the culture and society we live in and is found throughout history and across the world. Taking the expressive qualities of sound as its starting point, Music allows pupils to explore, create, select, organise, practise, present and communicate ideas as well as developing the ability to listen attentively and critically.
Music can change the way children feel, think and act. It affects moods and emotions providing opportunities for personal expression, reflection and emotional well-being. There is also much evidence which indicates that achievements in Music can be a powerful motivating influence in other areas of the curriculum. It develops thinking, increasing perception, imagination, creativity and physical coordination.
Music is a social activity which helps children to develop skills that can be essential in later life, including:
· Pleasure in a sense of individual and collective achievement;
· Presenting oneself in front of others;
· Listening skills and sensitivity to sound;
· Imagination and inventiveness;
· Intellectual and artistic skills;
· The ability to analyse and solve problems and develop ideas;
· Lengthened attention and concentration span;
· Concern for accuracy;
· Communication skills (verbal as well as non-verbal);
· Social skills such as cooperation, resourcefulness, perseverance, tolerance, self-confidence, working as a team, leading and being led;
· Self-motivation, self-discipline, self-analysis and self-evaluation;
· Awareness and appreciation of a wide range of cultural traditions.

[bookmark: _Toc127476826]Aims
At Seaton St Paul’s C of E Junior School, we are to offer a Music curriculum that:
· Stimulates and develops an appreciation and enjoyment through active involvement in performing, composing and listening;
· Develops aesthetic sensitivity and creative ability in all pupils;
· Develops skills and concepts necessary for participation in a musical activity;
· Develops personal and social skills necessary for participation in group music-making activities;
· Develops an awareness of the musical traditions of this and other societies, in a cultural and historical context and to encourage a broad, open-minded approach to all kinds of music;
· Develops a response to sounds/music;
· Encourages the development of memory and acquisition of skills of a more general nature such as analysis, inventiveness and coordination.

[bookmark: _Toc127476827]Objectives of the Music Curriculum
Key Stage 1:
Pupils should be taught to:
· Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes.
· Play tuned and untuned instruments musically;
· Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music;
· Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.

Key Stage 2:
Children will be taught a range of skills throughout their time in Key Stage 2 and will develop those assimilated in Key Stage 1 and the Early Years Foundation Stage. By the end of the key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.

Pupils should be taught to:
· Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression;
· Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music;
· Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory;
· Use and understand staff and other musical notation;
· Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians;
· Develop an understanding of the history of music.

[bookmark: _Toc127476828]Teaching and Learning
Our Music curriculum has been developed to integrate the National Curriculum guidance as well as the needs of our children and their community. To enable our pupils to meet the intentions of our Music curriculum, the subject is taught by the specialist Music teacher who comes into school every Thursday. He is also supported by the class teachers who carry out additional activities half termly to coincide with his lessons.
We ensure that every child receives an hour of Music education a week to build upon three inter-related skills:
· Controlling sounds through singing and playing.
· Creating and developing musical ideas.
· Responding and reviewing.

Pupils are also offered instrumental tuition through peripatetic staff who attend the school weekly. Lessons are offered in small groups, making them personal and intimate. They offer guitar and keyboard lessons. This is additional to the regular Music teaching to the whole school.

At our school, we make Music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. Children sing regularly as a class and as a whole school in our ‘Worship Through Music’ sessions each Thursday morning. These opportunities also extend out of school with children performing and playing at annual community events such as Harvest and Christingle Services, as well as singing to larger performances at Young Voices. The whole school, classes, groups and individuals will work towards these events so that musical performances are seen as inclusive and open to any child, regardless of their level of musical attainment. 

[bookmark: _Toc127476829]Music Curriculum Coverage and Planning
Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. Our school uses the national programme of study for Music as the basis of our curriculum planning. The curriculum maps are designed so that the topics all children study in Music builds upon prior learning from the previous year group. While there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each teaching unit, the progression planned into the scheme of work means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. The progression has three aspects:
· increasing breadth and range of musical experience;
· increasing challenge and difficulty in musical activities;
· increasing confidence, sensitivity and creativity in the children’s music-making.

[bookmark: _Toc127476830]Assessment
Assessment in Music has been revised to fall in line with the new National Curriculum which stipulates that no level will be awarded. At Seaton St Paul’s C of E Junior School, we use the ‘Assessment and Progression Framework’ provided by the Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM) which is designed to aid teachers plan and assess musical learning with example statements at four different stages of a child’s musical development. With singing an example from Stage A is: “sing broadly in tune within a limited pitch range”; from Stage B: “sing in tune within a limited pitch range and perform with a good sense of pulse and rhythm”: from Stage C: “sing with an appropriate vocal range with clear diction, mostly accurate tuning, control of breathing and appropriate tone”: from Stage D: “maintain an independent part in a group when singing or playing”. Statements like this, appropriate to the age of the children, are put onto each classes assessment sheet which is then recorded by the music teacher as formative assessment using a three-level system. These levels identify which children are not yet able to reach the appropriate skill level(-), able to demonstrate this skill (=) and are confidently able to demonstrate this skill to a good level (+). 

Staff have agreed to a three-point marking system that identifies which children are achieving the expected level, working towards that level, or are currently exceeding expectations for that level. At the end of the year an overall judgment is made for each pupil on whether they are emerging, working within or achieved the expected outcomes for their age. These progress reports are sent to parents/carers at the end of the Summer term. Where appropriate, notes are also taken of any participation in extra musical activities both in and outside of school.

Different methods of assessment, including pupil self-assessment, peer-assessment and teacher assessment are adopted depending on the nature of the task. This allows areas that children have misunderstood to be identified and addressed in future lessons. Most assessment in Music is carried out through observation and by questioning. Pupils are also able to demonstrate their understanding of the work covered through their ability to assess themselves and others. 
At different points in the academic year, a pupil voice is also carried out so the children can share their opinions regarding their Music education.  

Date: Spring 2023
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