
Substantive Concepts Map  History Subject Leader Documents 

Year 3 

Through the Ages Emperors and Empires 

migration 
settlement 
trade 
civilisation 
industry 

civilisation 
trade 
settlement 
empire 
monarchy 

Year 4 

Invasion Ancient Civilisations 

migration 
trade 
monarchy 
settlement 
rebellion 

civilisations 
trade 
settlement 
empire 
monarchy 
rebellion 
 

Year 5 

Dynamic Dynasties Groundbreaking Greeks 

civilisation 
power 
religion 
society 
power 

civilisation 
trade 
settlement 
empire 
monarchy 
  
 

Year 6 

Maafa Britain at War 

freedom 
colony 
power 
slavery 
rights 
religion 
trade route 

empire 
monarchy 
civilisation 
rebellion 
  
  

Substantive concepts are concepts that are concerned with the subject matter of History—the substance about what the children are learning. 

Substantive concepts may be applied more widely or only to a specific context. It is important that our History curriculum enables students to 

understand the meaning of these substantive concepts and know how that meaning changes over time and in different contexts. 
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